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Age:  Seventy four (born 1944) 

Gender:  woman 

1. How do you define 
activism?  

I will define ‘activism’ as it pertains to me in my capacity 
as researcher on Women and Gender issues: 
 Activism is doing research from a gender/ feminist 
perspective and putting the effort to disseminate the 
findings, results and implications of that research to 
concerned individuals and organizations, both 
governmental and non—governmental, to help them 
formulate knowledge-based policies and practices, on the 
one hand , and to provide for them the opportunity to 
monitor gender research and participate in testing its 
validity and applicability to their work, on the other. 

2. If you consider 
yourself an activist, 
what are some of 
the activities you 
participate in?  

Here under are highlights of activities I participate in 
currently (or previously)  

- Founder and member of the Lebanese Association of 
Women Researchers ( BAHITHAT),  

- Member of CEDAW committee of the National 
Commission of Lebanese Women 

- Consultant to Lebanese, Arab and international 
governmental and  non -governmental organizations 
on gender and women’s issues 

- Lecturer, discussant and trainer on women and gender 
issues in different venues and among different groups: 
university students, activists, judges, social workers, 
researchers, religious associations, the military officers, 
etc.    

- Writer in local newspapers on women and gender 
issues 
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- participation in the past 25 years- after the cessation of 
military hostilities in Lebanon - in almost all peaceful 
demonstrations and sit-ins relevant to women’s and 
secularism issues. 

  

3. How do you definite 
feminism?  

In my writings, I adopt an inclusive definition of Feminism. 
To me every individual woman ( or man) or group of 
women ( and men)  (whether a formal organization or a 
pressure temporary/ non-formal gathering) would be 
considered feminist if they  perceive the current Gender 
Order  as necessary to the viability and maintenance of 
the Patriarchal system and its derivative societal systems 
and institutions and vice versa- meaning that the current 
Gender order  is sustained by the Patriarchal system   … 
 And… furthermore these individuals or groups act in their 
capacity to reduce authority of both (the gender order 
and patriarchal system) from at least one societal 
institution and area of living: the family, the state, the law, 
education, media, economics, politics, judiciary, health 
etc. …. And propose to replace it by an egalitarian and just 
Gender Order within the framework of the universal 
Human Rights conventions...    
To me, they would be labeled as feminists. 
Hence: The lawyer who mobilized Lebanese associations 
for the execution of minor changes in custody regulations 
in one religious court,  as well as the ‘Feminist Bloc’ whose 
members raised the banner ‘The Patriarchal system is a 
murderer’ in one of the demonstrations during the 
‘garbage crisis’ of Summer 2016 in Lebanon…. are both – 
in my view- feminists.    
 
Remark: Feminism is a well-defined universal (and local) 
social movement with its more or less well determined 
successive waves, and is not to be defined subjectively? ( I 
presume).    
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4. Do you identify as a 
feminist?  YES  

5. If “no”, why?  Irrelevant to me  

 


